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recognized on the opposite shore the point which they had
visited on their descent from Mount Franklin. Cyrus
Harding ascertained that the flow of water into it from the
creek was considerable. Nature must therefore have pro-
vided some place for the escape of the overplus. This
doubtless formed a fall, which, if it could be discovered,
would be of great use. *
The colonists, walking apart, but not straying far from each
other, began to skirt the edge of the lake, which was very
steep. The water appeared to be full of fish, and Pencroft
resolved to make some fishing-rods, so as to try and catch
some.
The north-east point was first to be doubled. It might
have been supposed that the discharge of water was at this
place, for the extremity of the lake was almost on a level
with the edge of the plateau. But no signs of this were
discovered, and the colonists continued to explore the
bank, which, after a slight bend, descended parallel to the
shore.
On this side the banks were less woody, but clumps of
trees, here and there, added to the picturesqueness of the
country. 'Lake Grant was viewed from thence in all its
extent, and no breath disturbed the surface of its waters.
Top, in beating the bushes, put up flocks of birds of
different kinds, which Gideon Spilett and Herbert saluted
with arrows. One was hit by the lad, and fell into some